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; .  - --.- L i T Y  COUNCIL MEETING 
JUNE 20, 1990 

PETITIOIi RECEIVED 
EXPRESSING CONCERN 
REGARDING THE ADDITION 
OF BARBECUES AT EMERSON 
PARK 

CC-16 City Clerk  Reimche presented p e t i t i o n s  which had been 
received from Lauren Be1 1 conta in ing approximately 30 
s ignature expressing concern dbout the add i t i on  o f  
barbecues a t  Emerson Park. 

On motion o f  Council Pleiiiber Olson, Hinchman second, the 
matter  was re fer red t o  the Parks and Recreation Commission. 



D e a r  Ccunc  i l M e m b e r s  , 

E n c l o s e d  is a p e t i t i o n  s i g n e d  by m y s e l f  a n d  o t h e r  
c o n c e r n e d  p a r e n t s  a b o u t  t h e  c u r r e n t  a d d i t i o n  of a B . 2 . Q o  aild 
p i c n i c  area a t  Emerson P a r k .  

We appreciate t h e  m o n i e s  b e i n g  p u t  i n t o  i m p r o v i n g  t h e  
park by t h e  Lions C l u b , a n d  the e f f o r t s  o f  t h e  P a r k E  a n d  Recs 
Commis ion ,  howeder  w c  d o  not, f e e l ,  t h a t  a c h a r i t y  d o n a t i n g  
money is  c a u s e  t o  n o t  q u e s t i o n  i f  s a f e t y  is b e i n g  
c o m p r i m e s e d .  W e  a l s o  do n o t  f e e l  t h a t  i t  is t o o  1t.te t o  
m a k e  o u r  c o n c e r n s  h e a r d ,  knowing f u l l  w e l l  t ,he c h a l l e n g e  of 
b u r e a u c r a t i c  r e d  t a p e ,  b e c a u s e  i t  is t h e  s a f t e y  o f  our 
c h i l d r e n  t h a t  is a t  s t a k e .  

t h e  p a r k ,  are b e c a u s e  this i s  what  t h e  p e o p l e  w a n t e d .  I 
q u e s t i o n  t h e n ,  who are we? I h a v e  b e e n  i n f o r m e d  t h a t  s o m e  
of t h e  people  who r e q u e s t e d  a B.B .Q .  area are i n v o l v e d  w i t h  
l i t t l e  l e a q u e  and  o t h e r  basebali  o r g i n i z a t i o n s ,  a n d  w h i l e  I 
respect t h e i r  w i s h e s  I do n o t  f e e l  t h a t  t!ie o n l y  c o r n e r  of 
t h e  park t h a t  is d e s i g n a t e d  f o r  t h e  c h i l d r e r i  shou!d be w h e r e  
t h e  B B . 8 . s  are located. I f  t h e  b a l l  p l a y e r s  w a n t  B . B . Q . s  
t h e n  p u t  i t  b y  t h e  b a l l  f i e l d ,  a n d  l e a v e  our c h i l d r e n ' s  p l a y  
area a s a f e  place t o  p l a y .  

I h a d  o r i g i n a l l y  taken my c < i n c e r n s  t o  \:he Parks a n d  
Recs c o m m i s i o n ,  i n  p a r t i c u l a r  M r .  Ron W i l i i m s o n  t h e  P a r k s  
Direc tor  a n d  Mr. S t e v e  S c o t t ,  Chairniari o f  P a r k s  a n d  Recs. 
B o t h  t h e s e  men t r i e d  t o  appcaas m e  by a g r e e i n g  t o  h a v i n g  t h e  
B . B . Q .  l o c a t e d  by t h e  T i n y  'Tots play area rcmot -ed ,  a n d  for 
l i s t e n i n g  ar.d t r y i n g  t o  help I an :  a p p r e L i a t i l . v e ,  h o w e v e r  I d o  
n o t  f e e l  that this is e n o u g h .  

I w a s  i n f o r m e d  t h a t  t h e  p r o j e c t  would  c o n t i n u e  as  
p l a n n e d  arid, i f  t h e y  a c t u a l l y  d i d  see a p r o b l c m  down t h e  
road, t h a t  p e r h a p s  s o m e t h i n g  c o u l d  be d o n e .  I t  s a d d e n s  me 
t h a t  t h e  s a f e t y  of our c h i l d r e r i  h a s  t o  b e  . j e o p a r d i z e d  :.o 
p r o v e  a p o i n t .  D o  t h e !  a c t u a l l y  h a v e  t o  h a v e  a c h i l d  
s e r i o u s l y  h u r t  t o  c h a n g e  t h e i r  plans*. '  k'i 11 i t  t ; i k c  
s o m e t h i n g  t h i s  f r i g h t e n i n g  t o  g e t  t h e m  t o  a t  l e a s t  m e e ! .  w i t h  
us Lo hebr- our  s u g g e s t  ions? 

Thank YOIJ  v e i * y  mbich f c r  hear j  nr: o u r  con(.cr 'ns : i r l t i  w e  
a p p r e c i a t e  an)' h e l p  you could o f f e r  US or) t h i r i  ma t t e r .  

I h a v e  c o n t i n u a l l y  b e e n  t o l d ,  t h a t  t h e  i m p r o v e m e n t s  t o  
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